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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

/  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year,  1937. 


TO  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  FOR  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  LYDD. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  11,937  acres. 

The  Resident  Population  in  Mid-1937  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  was  2,853. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  1937, 
according  to  the  Rate  Hooks  was  852. 

The  rateable  value  was  £12,773. 

The  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  was  £51, 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS.— Legitimate 

19 

17 

36 

Illegitimate 

2 

0 

2 

21 

17 

38 

This  gives  a  Birth  Rate  of 

1331  per  1,000 

of  the 

estimated 

resident  population. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14  9. 


Birth  Rates  for  the  past  five  years 

Lydd 

England  &  Wales 

1933 

11-22 

14*40 

1934 

16-28 

14-80 

1935 

13-24 

1470 

1936 

12-90 

14-80 

1937 

13  31 

14-90 

Average 

13-39 

14-72 

DEATHS. —  Males,  17;  Females,  1.0;  TotaJ,  27 

This  gives  a  Death  Rate  9  46  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 


The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12  4. 


Death  Rates  for  the  past  five  years  > 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Lydd 

8- 45 
11-94 

9- 95 
9*70 
9-45 

England  &  Walts 
12-30 

11-80 

11- 70 

12- 10 

12-40 

Average 

•  •  • 

9-90 

1206 

Still  births. —  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  nil. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes,  per  1,000  live  and  still  births,  26*31 
Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  26  31 

Other  puerperial  causes  ...  ...  ...  nil 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 
All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 


5263 

52*63 

nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  „  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


9 

nil 

nil 

nil 


There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  except  there  were 
more  deaths  from  cancer  during  the  year  than  usual. 


The  conditions  of  occupation  and  environment  remain  excellent. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  G.  Newton  resigned  his  appointment  as  Sanitary  and 
Building  Inspector  in  October,  and  Mr.  N.  J.  Arney,  A.R  S.I.  was 
appointed  as  Sanitary,  Building,  Meat,  and  Food  Inspector,  and 
commenced  duties  on  15th  November,  1937.  He  is  a  whole  time 
officer. 

The  following  Public  Health  Services  in  the  Borough  are 
administered  by  the  County  Council 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Public  Assistance  and  Vaccination 
Health  Visiting 
Treatment  of  Mental  Diseases 
Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases 


The  local  Branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  has 
recently  purchased  a  new  and  up-to-date  Motor  Ambulance  and  this 
is  available  for  use  in  the  Borough.  Members  of  the  Ladies’  Section 
go  with  the  Ambulance  in  the  case  of  female  patients. 

The  building  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital 
at  Folkestone,  which  is  the  general  Hospital  which  serves  the  district, 
v  is  now  being  carried  out  and  the  delay  which  has  of  late  taken  place 
in  the  admission  of  patients  will  soon  be  obviated. 

WATER. 

The  investigation  referred  to  in  my  last  year’s  report  is  still 
being  carried  out  by  the  joint  Committee  and  steps  have  been  taken 
to  prevent  developement  at  more  than  four  houses  to  the  acre,  to 
prevent  possible  contamination  to  the  water  supply. 

The  process  of  Chlorination  is  being  carried  out.  Some  samples 
of  water  have  shown  that  over-chlorination  has  taken  place  and  as 
this,  besides  being  unnecessary,  makes  the  water  unpleasant  to  drink 
and  might  give  rise  to  gastric  disturbance,  the  company  has  been 
asked  to  have  the  process  carried  out  with  accuracy. 

Samples  of  the  water  are  being  taken  regularly  for  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  recent  reports  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  Rainfall  for  the  year  1937  as  taken  at  the  Meteorological 
Office’s  Station  at  Dungeness  was  31*88  inches. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

So  far  as  the  new  area  at  Lydd-on-Sea  is  concerned  the  drainage 
is  by  Septic  Tanks  of  a  design  approved  by  the  Council,  but  there 
seems  to  no  likelihood  of  a  proper  main  drainage  scheme  for  the  area 
at  present. 

The  Estate  Owner  has  agreed  not  to  build  on  the  land  side  of 
the  new  Southern  Railway  Line. 

HOUSING. 

Four  new  houses  have  been  built  by  the  Council  in  the  past 
year  and  there  now  seems  to  be  a  sufficient  number  for  present 
requirements. 

Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year ; — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  5 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  a  Child  in  the  Married 
Quarters  of  the  Camp  and  was  dealt  with  by  the  Military 
Authorities. 


The  case  of  Puerperal  Pyreria  was  sent  to  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  Folkestone,  and  died  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

The  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  sent  to  Lenham 
Sanatorium. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
their  assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


27th  May,  1938 


Arnold  McMillan, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  LYDD,  1937. 


Bakehouses  . 

No.  in 
District 

1 

No.  of 
visits  in 
1937 

11 

No.  of  faults 
and  defects 
found 

5 

No.  of  faults 
and  defects 
remedied 

4 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds . 

14 

28 

11 

9 

Slaughter  Houses  —  Registered 

Licensed  ... 

2! 

0  i 

30 

2 

2 

Other  Food  Preparing  Places 
which  are,  as  such,  subject 

to  inspection  .  . . 

5 

6 

nil 

— 

Offensive  Trades  .  . 

— 

— 

- - 

- 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories . . 

4 

6 

2 

2 

Workshops  . 

8 

8 

1 

1 

Workplaces  (other  than  out- 

workers’  homes)  . 

6 

9 

2 

2 

Nuisances  and  defects  remedied  during  the  year  ( other  than  those 
enumerated  in  the  above  tabulation ) 


Overcrowding 

nil 

Miscellaneous 

21 

Keeping  of  Animals 

nil 

Refuse  Receptacles 

nil 

Hop  Pickers’  Camps 

nil 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

nil 

Sanitary  Accommodation  — 

nil 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

nil 

(i)  Insufficient 

— 

Yard  Paving 

nil 

(ii)  Defective  ... 

i 

Dampness  ... 

16 

Drainage  (i)  Re-constructed 

— 

Roofs  and  Rain  Water  Pipes 

10 

(ii)  Repaired 

6 

Floors 

4 

(iii)  Cleansed 

1 

Walls  and  Ceilings 

rr 

i 

Cesspools  (i)  Abolished 

nil 

Windows  and  Ventilation... 

3 

(ii)  Repaired 

6 

Baths,  lavatory  basins  &  sinks 

8 

Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

1 

Water  Supplies 

nil 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  paid  by  Inspector  during  year  223 


Approximate  number  of  separate  premises  in  the  area  ...  ...  862 

Approximate  number  of  6uch  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

containing  each  type  of  sanitary  convenience  as  under — 
W.C’s  into  drainage  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

W.C’s  into  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  604 

W.C’s  into  septic  tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Pail  Closets  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  22 

Earth  Closets  or  privvy  middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Number  of  premises  not  connected  to  public  water  supply  141 


Notices  served — Statutory 

Informal 


•  •  i 


•  •  • 


1 

10 


Number  of  houses,  etc.,  disinfected 
Batches  of  clothing  and  bedding... 

Legal  proceedings  and  results 

Amount  of  food  comdemned  during  the  year 


...  10 
..r  7 

nil 
10  lbs. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses; 

1 — Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  73 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  ...  81 


2 —  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  included  under  the  preceding 

heading,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  ...  3 

3 —  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  and  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil  v 

4 —  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading,  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  nil 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice  ; 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
its  Officers  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  6 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers: 

A — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 — 

1 —  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2 —  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  — 

a — By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

h  —  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  nil 

B  —  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  — 

1 —  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  1 

2 —  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  — 

a — By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

b  —  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  nil 


C  —Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  — 

1 —  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

2 —  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  nil 

D — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1 —  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  nil 

2 —  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  nil 

4.  Total  Number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  32 

5.  Number  of  New  Houses  built  during  1937  — 

a — By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  4 

b — By  other  bodies  or  persona  ...  ...  ...  35 

6.  Shortage  of  Housing  Accommodation  for  Working 

Classes — 

Houses  required,  a  —To  replace  unsatisfactory  property  ...  — 

b  -  -To  provide  additional  accommodation  — 


N.  J.  ARNEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Town  Hall, 

High  Street, 
Lydd. 


Mittells,  Printers,  Lydd. 
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